The Administrator signed the following notice on November 8, 2004, and we are submitting it for publication in the Federal Register. While we
have taken steps to ensure the accuracy of this pre-publication version, it is not the official version for purposes of compliance. Please refer to the
official version in aforthcoming Federal Register publication, or on GPO’s website http://www.gpoaccess.gov/fr/index.html , or linked from
http://www.epa.gov/waterscience/beaches/bacteria-rule.htm at the time of publication.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

40 CFR Part 131

[OW-2004-0010; FRL-XXXX-X]

[RIN 2040-AE63]

Water Quality Standards for Coastal and Great L akes Recreation Waters
AGENCY: Environmental Protection Agency.

ACTION: Fina Rule.

SUMMARY: The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is promulgating water quality
criteriafor bacteriafor coastal recreation waters in specific States and Territories. The States
and Territories covered by this promulgation do not have water quality standards for bacteria that
comply with the requirements of section 303(i)(1)(A) of the Clean Water Act. Under these
circumstances, the Act requires EPA to promptly propose such standards and to promulgate such
standards not later than 90 days after proposal. The criteria promulgated today apply to coastal
and Great Lakes waters that specific States and Territories have designated for swimming,
bathing, surfing, or similar water contact activities and for which the State or Territory does not
have in place EPA-approved bacteria criteriathat are as protective of human health as EPA’s
1986 recommended bacteria criteria. Through this promulgation, the Federally designated water
quality criteriawill be added to the States' and Territories water quality criteria applicable to

coastal recreation waters.
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